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that existence is founded, and if the innocent die
they will at any rate have the satisfaction of
remembering that the executioner is the corner-
stone of society. If it be retorted that this is
irrational, he will then answer that he is thereby
the more certain of its truth. So to "hrm even
Christ can be no more than <une victime sanglante,'
and M. Faguet has acutely suggested that his
Christianity was basically pagan; for it lacks the
very idea of love of which the Gospel is the written
expression.41 This, clearly, is the cause of his
profound hatred of the Greek spirit. For he
found there the same lack of vigour, of hardness
of certitude, the same anxiety to examine and to
doubt, which is the root of the egoism of the
Protestant.42 Nothing is more characteristic of
his temper than the singular but striking judgment
of Plato that as a Greek he is wearying to a degree;
'il n' est grand, sublime, penetrant que lorsqu' il
est theologien; c'est a dire lorsqu' il enonce des
dogmes positifs et eternels separes de toute
chicane.'43 The Greek mind was for Trim too
pliable, too yielding, too curious to command either
his affection or his admiration. What he sought
for were the premises of life, and, once given, as
he could not doubt they were given to the world
in the Christian philosophy, the sole problem was
to give them an unchangeable political expression.
*i Faguet, op. tit., p. 59.
42 Du Pape, Bk. TV, Caps. VII-XI.
Pape (ed. of 1910), p. 331.